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CHAI RPERSON JAMES: M. W | son, wel cone.

MR, W LSON: Thank you, Madam Chai r man. As
introduction to what |I'm about to speak about, of course | found
out that for the first tine in ny life, | totally agree with a
Denocrat and that's Mayor Jones. So | appreciate that she may
have nmade a Denocrat out of a Republican.

|'m speaking today on the problens of gamng in
conveni ence stores and such, and its the availability. Many
years ago after | had noved here | had seen that | probably had
this problemall ny life. | canme fromthe State of M ssouri 18
years ago. The introduction into this society here was
devastating for ne. It would have been devastating back in
M ssouri had the availability been there. I was not at that
time fortunate enough to be able to join into the high stakes
ganbling that was going on at the bowing alley wth business
owners or this type of thing.

Avai lability would have caused ne at that tinme to

cross over the Iine. Wen | cane to Las Vegas, the availability

was on every street corner basically. | hadn't really thought a
| ot about the convenience ganbling until the inpact study said
that was one area that | should speak about. |In one square mle
of which I |ive between Buffal o, Durango, Charleston and Sahara,

| went out last week and counted 199 video machines wthin
busi nesses. Right now, Saraha is still building so I don't know
how many will end up there.
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Charleston wll probably still be building. The
avai lability to sonmeone such as ne, | believe is a mjor factor
in creating the kind of problenms that | have created for ny
famly and for nyself through our life. There are very few
tines |'ve been on the strip in the 18 years to ganble.

Primarily it has been convenience stores or a casino |ocated
very close to ne. It is inconvenient to go to one on the strip
when you live five, six, seven mles away.

The | ocal convenience stores offer an easy access.
Back in Mssouri -- | know, M. Hi ggins spoke about being akin
to a bar or sonmething like this. A pack of cigarettes back in
M ssouri never cost ne three or $400.00, okay. So it's a little
bit different back there. Had the video machines or poker
machi nes been in there then |I'm sure it would have cost ne two
or 300 or $500.00 for a pack of cigarettes. My problem is |
went around in ny area and tal ked to people who actually work in
the business in the conveni ence stores and grocery stores. They
are also against this, not necessarily being in the stores but
where they are | ocat ed.

As | was told by one lady |ast week who works the
sl ot machi nes or video machines at one of the grocery stores in
my area, "Wiy do they have pornography in the back of the video
store? Because you don't want your children to see it when you
wal k in". She said, "Wiy should that theory be any different

with the poker machines in the front of the store when you wal k
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through to get your groceries wth your children"? | hadn't
t hought of that concept but it's very true.

W don't do that wth pornography. W hide
everything basically from our children because they are not
adults, but yet in gamng we do not do that. I am not agai nst
nor have | ever been against ganbling in the State of Nevada.
W canme out here from the Mdwest many years ago because this
was the place to cone if you were a Baptist and went to church
every Sunday but for a two or three-day fling, you got to do

what you wanted to do and then go back hone and nobody knew

about it.

What | am against is spreading throughout the
country, and this is nothing new with ne, |I've been through this
for the last 10 years. What has anmazed ne is being a forner

M ssouri boy, the M ssouri person was always a very conservative
har d- headed i ndividual but yet how easily $10 nmillion against
$150, 000. 00 | ast week convinced the people in Mssouri to allow
the boats there. | consider this nmy hone but ny heart is stil
back where I'm from

| have a story of a gentleman who cane to Las Vegas
a few years ago, quite a few years ago now, who had called the
suicide hotline here. | actually had ny phone nunber Iisted
with an organization called HELP. They apparently could get no
one at the suicide hotline to help this gentleman. He was at a
casi no down on Boul der Hi ghway. He was ready to kill hinself

and | went down to pick him up. He had not been a conpul sive
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ganbling type individual and | don't use the word pathol ogica
because to nme that's eventually going to cast the burden on
society as far as paying for ny nedical care.

| believe I'm responsible so | still call it
conpul sive ganbling. He had threatened to end his life. He was
a business man out of the State of Wom ng who had a restaurant
at the airport, also had a restaurant downtown in his sixties.
He wasn't a bum on the street. He was a well-organized
busi ness man. Sonehow he had gotten involved in going to South
Dakota when they opened up, | believe it was, gamng, a 110-mle
drive.

Pretty soon that wasn't good enough for him because
Vegas is the big city. That's the bright lights and that's how
| see this spreading throughout the country. We are opening up
-- it's like when | was a young man and went into a tavern, a
| ocal tavern, | couldn't drink, but I was allowed to go in there
and play the pinball nachines. When | got old enough to drink
that's where | went to drink. | was accustoned to that.

The spread of gam ng throughout the country is going
to probably bring people here but it's also creating problens in
other societies that are not prepared for it as |I believe Doctor
Qui nn spoke on. | don't believe you'll ever prepare all the
states, all the cities for this type of gamng for the results
that can happen fromit. Las Vegas is different.

M. Bible, | read about him many tines in the

newspaper. | respect him We have apparently a system here
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that has worked for years but that doesn't nmean that there
shoul dn't be changes such as the convenience stores, the grocery
stores. | -- this gentleman from Wom ng had 20 sone odd credit
cards with him when he got out here. Every one of them were
max' d out. He had probably a $25,000.00 van. W took it down
to Tom Calvert, | believe it was, at night and left it because
he couldn't pay the bills for it.

He lost both restaurants, |ost everything that he
had worked hard for all of his life. He was - - the last tine |
consulted wwth him he was working in a 7-11 sweeping the fl oor.
These are the types of things that happen to individuals. | was
going to speak about ny life but ny life is still going on. I
would like to close with sonething that may be ternmed as a shock
tactic but it's in actuality things that can happen wth
i ndi vi dual s.

This is a note witten 3/4/96. On one side of the
page is the Ganblers Anonynous phone nunber. At the bottom
"This is a true and accurate copy of this facsimle docunent
received by this office, Cark County  Coroner Medi cal
Exam nati on". "I've been a failure nost of ny life. I'd been
warned by all ny famly nenbers to stop ganbling. | keep on
saying yes but | keep on ganbling and never w n. Al of ny
paychecks and whatever | win it goes back in. I'"'mso far back in
all of my paynents not counting the IRS, | can't keep this up.

I'"'m a loser and there's nothing I can do about it.

People like me don't deserve to live. Al | do is nmake everyone
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suffer including nyself. It's tine to put a stop to it", and he
did at Lake Mead on that day. He blew his brains out. What |
want to see out of this gamng comm ssion is sone conpassion,
sone thought about individuals such as this individual because
there is a problem anong us that is not being -- we're not being
able to handle anong ourselves and availability is a primry
pr obl em

| want to thank the Comm ssion for this opportunity.
| want to apol ogize for being anong doctors and PhD s and stuff
and not really -- and being very nervous, but | hope that ny

t houghts on conpassion and |love and direction for the gam ng

industry will take hold and that people throughout the country
wll see this is not the panacea that we think it is. Thank
you.

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: Thank you, M. WI son.

(Appl ause)

CHAI RPERSON JAMES: And, indeed, no apologies are
necessary. Your testinony was very eloquent and very relevant

and very inportant to the work of this Conmm ssion.
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